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This dissertation addresses the issues of crafting a constitution for Nigeria that
would meet the criteria of being visible, sustainable, and durable for national political
unity, social and economic development. Specifically, it focuses on the years 1978 —
1995 during which several high profile systematic, constitution crafting exercises were
undertaken. These included the establishment of a Constitution Drafting Committee to
craft a constitution, and a Constituent Assembly.

Ultimately, these exercises have proven to be only partially successful. The goal
of producing an endurable constitutional framework for Nigerian politics remains elusive
The two core questions pursued in this dissertation focus on:

Why did the military pursue these constitution crafting activities?
What are the pressing political issues that the constitutional framework will have

to manage?

The dissertation pursued these issues through surveys, interviews, a review of

government documents and reports, participant observation, and a review of existing
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